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from 0'8236 to OD40 and its melting point ranges from 28°
to 62° C. The paraffins of high melting point are obtained
by the partial liquefaction of cakes of paraffin in stoves kept
at certain temperatures, so that the more fluid portions are
liquated out and flow away. By this means paraffin of any
desired melting point may be obtained.
Paraffin consists of the higher members of the paraffin
series of hydrocarbons from C15H32 upwards.
Melted paraffin mixes easily with oils in all proportions,
the products becoming pasty on cooling.
Mixed with heavy petroleum oils it forms " petroleum
jelly," an artificial product resembling "vaseline" in appear-
ance but differing from that material in the fact that on
standing the oil gradually separates out.
Paraffin is used in the preparation of many lubricating
greases, imparting body and consistency to these products.
Solid paraffins or " ceresins " of very high melting point,
from 61° to 78° C., are obtained by treatment of the mineral
" ozokerite" with boiling sulphuric acid, the residue being
filtered through animal charcoal to decolorise it. The yield
is about 70 per cent. The specific gravity of ozokerite paraffin
or ceresin varies between 0*918 and 0*922.
A similar material known as "montan wax" is obtained
from lignite.
Asphaltum is obtained from the pitch lake of Trinidad,
from the Dead Sea, Altona in Albania, Coxitambo in South
America, etc. It is a blackish-brown substance, hard and
brittle, and breaking with a lustrous conchoidal fracture.
Its specific gravity is 1*00 to 1*20 and on heating it melts
to a black fluid at a moderate temperature. Asphaltum is
soluble in turpentine and benzene and is employed in the
manufacture of black varnishes, particularly that known as
Brunswick black. It is not much used in the manufacture
of lubricants. It is regarded as formed by the oxidation of
petroleum.
Caoutchouc or Indiarubber is obtained by coagulating the
"milk" which exudes on wounding the rubber tree (Hevea
Brasilensis], a native of Brazil, and from other trees. Much
of the rubber now obtained, known as "plantation rubber,"

